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“Imagine broad, sandy 
beaches, secluded coves, 
rugged headlands, natural 
arches, a craggy coastline 
with fertile tide pools and 
offshore reefs—this is 
Sonoma Coast State Park, one 
of California’s most scenic 
attractions. A series of 
beaches separated by rocky 
bluffs, Sonoma Coast has 16 
miles of some of the most 
breathtaking scenery in the 
world.”

Sonoma Coast State Park Brochure (2004)

Sunset Magazine, Photo by John Burgess

Timber Cove, San Francisco Chronicle

Recreation, Relaxation, & Inspiration



Albion redwood lumber mill (Los Angeles Public Library)

Excelsior Redwood Co. (Humboldt State University Library)Oxen pulling redwood logs (Bancroft Library University of CA)



Timber Cove Trough Chute (date unknown)
Courtesy of Fort Ross Conservancy.



1. Suitable Cove for mooring

2. Suitable topography for logging chute

3. Flat terrain for infrastructure

4. Proximity to sawmill and transportation network

5. Nearby market to sell products

6. Community of workers to support businesses

7. Economically viable resources

Considerations



Scow Schooner Cinderella.
Courtesy of Napa County Historical Society.

Lumber Schooner Big River.
Courtesy of San Francisco Maritime Museum





Drawing of Fisk Mill Trough Chute, C. Hittell (1883)
Courtesy of UC Berkeley, Bancroft Library

U.S. Coast Survey (1878)
Courtesy of NOAA’s Historical Map & Chart Collection.
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